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were, contrary to common right and the articles of peace sworn to
among the Greeks, kept out and driven away from every market and
from all ports under the control of the Athenians. The JEginetans,
also, professing to be ill-used and treated with violence, made suppli-
cation in private to the Lacedaemonians for redress* though not
daring openly to call the Athenians in question. In the meantime,
also, the city Potidsea, under the dominion of the Athenians, but a
colony formerly of the Corinthians, had revolted, and was beset
with a formal siege, and was a further occasion of precipitating
the war.
Yet notwithstanding all this, there being embassies sent to Athens,
and Archidamus, the King of the Lacedaemonians, endeavoring to
bring the greater part of the complaints and matters in dispute to
a fair determination, and to pacify and allay the heats of the allies,
it is very likely that the war would not upon any other grounds of
quarrel have fallen upon the Athenians, could they have been pre-
vailed with to repeal the ordinance against the Megarians, and to be
reconciled to them. Upon which account, since Pericles was the
man who mainly opposed it, and stirred up the people's passions
to persist in their contention with the Megarians, he was regarded as
the sole cause of the war.
They say, moreover, that ambassadors went, by order, from Lace-
daemon to Athens about this very business, and that when Pericles
was urging a certain law which made it illegal to take down or with-
draw the tablet of the decree, one of the ambassadors,. Polyalces by
name, said, "Well do not take it down then but turn it; there is no
law, I suppose, which forbids that;" which, though prettily said, did
not move Pericles from his resolution. There may have been, in
all likelihood, something of a secret grudge and private animosity
which he had against the Megarians. Yet, upon a public and open
charge against them, that they had appropriated part of the sacred
land on the frontier, he proposed a decree that a herald should be
sent to them, and the same also to the Lacedemonians, with an
accusation of the Megarians; an order which certainly shows
equitable and friendly proceeding enough. And after that the herald
who was sent, by name Anthemocritus, died, and it was believed
that the Megarians had contrived his death, then Charinus proposed
a decree against them, that there should be an irreconcilable and
implacable enmity thenceforward betwixt the two conmmonwealths;
and that if any one of the Megarians should but set his foot iri
Attica, he should be put to death; and that the commanders, when
they take the usual oath, should, over and above that, swear that
they will twice every year make an inroad into the Megarian
country; and that Anthemocritus should be buried near the Thrasian
Gates, whiche are now called the Dipylon, or Double Gate.